
 

Embracing a Silent Night 
 
“Be silent, everyone, in the Lord’s presence, 
because he has moved from his holy habitation!” 
Zechariah 2:13 
 
I will state the obvious, and I am sure you are tired 
of hearing it. This Christmas will be different. There 
is great concern over a resurgence of Coronavirus 
and overwhelming our medical facilities. “Be 
together, apart” is being promoted for this holiday 
season. Scientists and doctors are urging us to only 
gather with those in our own household. The way 
we gather, the way we plan, the way we shop, even 
the way we worship will be different this Christmas. 
What will not be different is the reason we celebrate. 
It will just be a little quieter.  
 
A young priest named Joseph Mohr wrote a poem in 
1816 while serving a small church in Austria.  He 
tucked the poem away and didn’t think too much of 
it. Two years later, on Christmas Eve 1818, Mohr 
journeyed to the home of a musician-schoolteacher 
Franz Gruber.  Joseph loved the guitar, and it is 
rumored that the organ at the church wasn’t 
working properly that evening. He showed his friend 
the poem and asked him to add a melody and guitar 
accompaniment so that it could be sung at Midnight 
Mass. Later that evening, after several quick 

practices and a few minor corrections, Joseph 
played the guitar and Franz directed the choir in 
front of the main altar in St. Nicholas Church and 
together they sang “Silent Night, Holy Night” for the 
very first time. 
 
The “Silent Night” that Mohr wrote about is, of 
course, the night of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.  He 
describes the setting as “silent” and “holy.” “Silent” 
is not a word we would normally use to describe 
this time of year. Thanksgiving, in a normal year, 
ends with “Black Friday” and the holiday shopping 
season begins. There are times I have prayed for a 
little silence in my life. The newborn infants voice 
muffled by the world. We need to listen for that 
infant voice which, in the beginning, brought all 
things into existence. This Christmas may we 
receive the gift of silence.  
 
The prophet Zechariah writes, “Be silent, everyone, 
in the Lord’s presence, because he has moved from 
his holy habitation!” God has come for a visit. Big 
things come in tiny packages and this was the 
biggest present ever given. God in flesh; God in 
human form for the salvation of all mankind. A silent 
and holy night.   
 
Our Christmas gatherings may be more restrained 
this year. Our celebrations more modest. Our 
traditional church worship services a little different, 
but I want to invite you to 
embrace the silence. 
Welcome the silent nights. 
Appreciate the reason more 
than the season.   
 
Merry Christmas! 
 
Pastor Kevin 

 
Friendship United Methodist Church, 5222 NC 150 East, Browns Summit, NC 27214 (336-656-7151)      December  2020 

      The Messenger Pastor Kevin Cochran 



 
Philippians 4:4-9 - “Be glad in the Lord 
always! Again I say, be glad! Let your 
gentleness show in your treatment of all 
people. The Lord is near. Don’t be 
anxious about anything; rather, bring up 
all of your requests to God in your 
prayers and petitions, along with giving 
thanks.” 

  
 
This is not a normal holiday text, but this 
is not a normal year. My family and I 
would like to wish you a Merry 
Christmas. The Lord is near, so let go of 
your anxiety and embrace the goodness 
of the Lord. We look forward to serving 
with you in God's great kingdom.  
  
      
 Rejoice Always,   
 Kevin and Malisa Cochran 
 Christmas 2020 
 

Worship is essential for the life of our church; 

however, in-person worship at Friendship and 

Brown Summit churches have been cancelled until 

January 2021. Pastor Kevin will conduct the service 

virtually which will be available on YouTube and 

Friendship’s Facebook page. Kevin’s message is also 

available on Sunday afternoons on the Sermon By 

Phone at 336-656-8019. In addition, many of our 

annual traditions during the Christmas season have 

also been cancelled due to COVID-19: Family Night, 

Christmas cantata, Christmas Card mailbox, and 

poinsettias. As faithful disciples of Jesus Christ in 

the midst of our response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, we must remain committed to our 

biblical mandate to “love our neighbors as 

ourselves.” As we seek to follow God faithfully in all 

things, let us continue to pray for the health of our 

church and community. 

Announcement: the church facilities are unavailable 

to rent/use until further notice.  Funerals and 

weddings for members only will be on a case-by-

case basis.  



Pastor Kevin will lead a four-week Advent Study which began 
Wednesday, December 2, at 7 p.m. and will conclude on 
Wednesday, December 23, via Zoom.  Log in information 
will be provided via email. We will be using Adam Hamilton's 
"Incarnation,” as we rediscover the significance of Christmas. 
Jesus’ parents gave Him the name, Jesus. But the prophets, 
the shepherds, the wise men, 
and the angels addressed him 
by other names. They called 
him Lord, Messiah, Savior, 

Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh. In “Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas,” Mr. Hamilton examines 
the names of Christ. In doing so, he also explores the historical and 
personal significance of his birth. This Advent season, church families 
will come together to remember what’s important. In the face of 
uncertainty and conflict, Advent is a time to reclaim the Christ Child 
who brings us together, heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light 
into the darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon 
the significance of the Christ-child for our lives and world today! All 
are welcome to join in the Bible Study. The book is available through 
amazon.com, cokesbury.com, christianbook.com or the Reidsville 
Bible Book Store (336-342-9633). 

In November, the Fairgrove Food Pantry distributed 30 bags of 
food which would feed 68 people. In December, Friendship will 
collect food for the Food Panty on Sunday afternoon, December 
6, from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the church parking lot; Brown Summit 
will collect food on Sunday morning, December 6, from 11:00 a.m. 
to 12 noon in their church parking lot. The items needed for 
December include: corn, green peas, Jiffy cornbread mix, mac & 
cheese, 1 lb. bags or boxes of white rice, chicken broth, 1 lb. bags 
of dried pinto beans, cranberry sauce, pouches of instant grits/
oatmeal, pouches of instant potatoes, canned pasta (Ravioli, 
spaghetti, etc.), stovetop stuffing, evaporated milk, and canned 

sweet potatoes. We also need egg cartons. In addition, if you wish to make a monetary donation, we will be 
happy to take those as well. Cash is acceptable, and checks can be made out to the Fairgrove Food Pantry. 
If you wish to mail a check for future monetary donations, please send it to Betty Jones, 321 Van Hook Road, 
Reidsville, NC 27320. Thank you for your generosity! 

Jake McLamb and 
Nicole Tejeda said “I 
Do” on November 6 (a 
ceremony will be held at 
a later date). May God 
bless your marriage and 
may your life be filled 
with love and 

happiness. Jake is the son of John and Nikki 
McLamb and the grandson of Pat McLamb and the 
late John McLamb, Sr. Congratulations! 



“All Saints Sunday” is celebrated the first Sunday in November. On November 1, 
Friendship recognized those saints who lived among us and whom we have said good-
bye to this past year. This was our opportunity to give thanks for all those who have 
gone before us in the faith. The names of these individuals were read during the worship 
service and a candle was lit in their honor. On this special Sunday, we remembered our 
Saints: Roger Johnson, Lois Hooper Barber, Denise Brann Young, Polly Hedrick Brewer, 
Don Craven, Delores Gilroy, Elmo 
Chrismon, George Long, Betty Rumley, 
Oscar “Top” Cloninger, Jr., Herbert 
Hooper, Michael Simpson, Loree 

Shelton, Ron Scott, Burton Pegram, Pauline Holt, Bobby Ray Summers, 
Betty Gray, Orba Smith, Wayne Barham, Chuck Nance, Alma Nance 
Clark, and Milton Percy Stanfield. On All Saints Sunday, let us give 
thanks for both the saints in glory and those on earth, who have led us 
to Jesus. As they have shared the gospel with us, may we add our 
voices so someone else may hear about the grace and love of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  

On Sunday, November 8, Friendship honored our veterans during the in-
person worship service. We recognized Wayne Brann, Dwight Chrismon, 
Lee Gordon, Joe Jones, and Henry Lambeth. Pastor Kevin also recognized 
Pvt. Grayson Boyd and PFC Wade Lynch who are both currently serving. 
Please take a moment to thank the Lord, and also those veterans in your 
life, for the self-sacrificial nature of all those who’ve put their lives and 
futures at risk to protect us and preserve freedom, not only for our 

nation, but also for many nations in our world. We salute you veterans! May God bless you! We thank you 
for your service. 

The COVID-19 global pandemic has disrupted 
everyday life for millions of people around the 
world. Yet, Samaritan’s Purse continues to share 
the eternal hope of the Gospel and to serve in 
Jesus’ Name. Each individual shoebox that was 

packed will let a boy or girl somewhere in this world know that 
God loves them and has not forgotten them during this time of 
fear and uncertainty. Friendship packed 47 boxes. Although this 
number was lower than in the past, we know each box has the 
potential to make a wonderful difference in a child’s life. You 
can still offer the best gift of all –  prayers for Samaritan’s Purse 
as they lead this event, and most of all for the children who 
receive the boxes that their hearts and lives will be touched by 
the Love of Jesus. A huge thank you to everyone who donated 
items or assisted us with the shipping costs for the shoeboxes. 
No matter how you contributed to make it all possible, thank 
you ALL! 
 
 

All of us at Friendship United 

Methodist Church 

wish you and your family a 

Christmas filled with hope, 

peace, love and joy as we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus 

Christ.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year! 

The Messenger Staff 



Coping During the Christmas Holidays 
 
 
 
We made it through Thanksgiving and now our focus turns to Christmas. The holidays are difficult 
for many people. Some have experienced the loss of loved ones, others battle the blues, illness or 
caring for a sick loved one. As we look to the 25th and all that it usually brings, we find ourselves 
wondering how we will manage with these added challenges. 
 
Many people do not feel safe gathering in groups, others have been alone and they long to be with 
family, but family may not want them to visit due to their own fears. 
 

 
If you choose not to spend time in each other’s homes, put your heads together and find creative 
ways to celebrate. A day can be made fun by doing the same thing another family member is doing 
that day in their home, i.e., making the same meal or wearing an ugly sweater. On a TV Christmas 
special, a celebrity told that their family tradition is to pick out a pair of pajamas for another family 
member to wear on Christmas Eve, and they have to wear them all day everywhere - to the 
mailbox, gas station, etc. The funny moments can be shared on the phone, Facetime or Zoom. 
 
Below are a few more suggestions to get us through this different holiday season: 
 
From an article in Psychology Today - “Home Alone for the Holidays During the Pandemic” by 
Christine Korol, Ph.D. 
 
• Create a list of loved ones to call or video chat with over the holidays and set dates and times 

with them. Be direct about your need for distraction and to feel connected because you are 
feeling down about spending the holidays alone. 

 
• Focus on helping others. Look for organizations in your community that have safe volunteer 

opportunities. Deliver meals to seniors or hampers to families in need. Perhaps chat with 
someone who is also spending the holidays alone. Helping others is one of the best ways to 
improve your own mood and share some real holiday spirit. 

 
• Check your thoughts. It's easy to make a bad situation worse with your thinking. Instead of 

thinking, "This is terrible," or "I can't cope," try talking to yourself like your own best friend. When 
talking to a friend, we might say something like, "It's just another day, you can do it," or "You can 
cope with this. You've handled much tougher situations than this." Remember, supportive and 
encouraging self-talk is important in situations like this. 

 
• Pamper and distract yourself. Have a nice bath. Read a good book. Save up some feel-good 

movies and shows to binge on and take your mind off things for a while. When you're by 
yourself, you can indulge in any (safe) guilty pleasure you like and not have to accommodate 
anybody else's preferences. So, prepare with a few fun things and enjoy!  

 
• Use social media wisely. Looking at other people’s happy holiday photos can bring you down at 

the best of times. However, the upside of social media is being able to connect with friends who 
are far away. If you can take the good and ignore the bad, then by all means, use social media 
to feel less alone over the holidays.  

 



• Go outside. Go for a walk. Get some fresh air and exercise. Find some way to connect with 
nature, if possible. Being near trees and water help refresh and restore us and are an important 
part of keeping your balance during challenging times. 

 
I add to this list by suggesting prayer and remembering God is always present even when we feel 
alone. 
 
Remember! The Class of Timothy Sunday School class is taking donations for a family in the 
Reidsville area who needs our help during the holidays. So many people are in need right now. If 
you choose not to donate to this family, please drop some change in the Salvation Army kettle, or 
find a nonprofit that speaks to you and give this holiday season. 
 

      Merry Christmas 

 
      Dawn Hall, RN, BSN 
      Faith Community Nurse 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Church Family - Larry & Lovetta Bailey, 

LaVerne Brande, Wendell Brande, Wayne 

Brann, Sarah Childress, Dwight Chrismon, Ruth 

Hopkins, Shirley Huffines, Joe Jones, Sue 

Lambeth, Mike & Karen Linnane, Pat McLamb, 

Buddy Mullis, Bobbie Papoulias, Melvin & 

Margie Roberson, Pastor Nick & Libby Scandale 

 

Other Friends & Family - Sandy Black, Lou 

Jolly, Carroll Owens, Dianna LeBaube, Jimmy 

Sloan, Chris Smith 

 

In Sympathy  - the family of Linda Nickles, the 

family of Rachel Troxler, the family of David 

Wagoner 

 

In Our Military - Pvt. Grayson Boyd and PFC 

Wade Lynch 

 
Our homebound members can’t come to 
church due to health or other reasons.  Please 
pray for them or take a moment to send a note 
or card to let them know that they are missed.  
It will brighten their day! 
 

Alice Hilliard  
Whitestone, Apt. 310 

908 Scottish Rite Drive 
Greensboro, NC 27407 

 
Ruth Hopkins 

7160 Brown Summit Road 
Browns Summit, NC 27214 

 
Melvin & Margie Roberson 

8015 Benaja Road 
Browns Summit,  NC 27214 

 

FUMC Contacts  
 

Bulletin Items: Renee Troxler 336-656-9809 
 renee.troxler@yahoo.com 
  
Prayer Chain Requests: LaVerne Brande 
 336-656-3212 (lbrande@triad.rr.com) or 
     Frances Cable 336-656-3089 
     fcable@triad.rr.com 
 
Fellowship Hall Reservations:  
 Daniese Smith 336-375-3845 
 sibbyswims@aol.com 
 
Messenger: LaVerne Brande 336-656-3212
 lbrande@triad.rr.com or  
     Frances Cable 336-656-3089  
 fcable@triad.rr.com 
  

Pastor Kevin’s Office Hours 
 

Friendship 
Monday and Tuesday — 9 a.m. — 12 noon 

 
Brown Summit 

Wednesday and Thursday — 9 a.m.—12 
noon 

Friday – Day off 
Other hours by appointment 

(336-552-8130) 
 

  If you have a pastoral need, Pastor Kevin 
can be reached at his cell phone number: 

(336) 552-8130. 
 

Pastor Cochran requests that only 
emergency calls be made between 9 p.m. 

and 8 a.m.  
His email address is: 

kcochran@wnccumc.net 
 

During the coronavirus pandemic,  
Pastor Kevin maintains his office at 

his home 

Pvt. Grayson Boyd 
2001 N. Daniel St. 
Apt. 204 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
PFC Wade Lynch 
c/o Pam Lambeth Lough 
8018 Old Reidsville Rd. 
Browns Summit, NC 27214 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

Happy Birthday!
Buddy Mullis 
Karsyn May 

2 3 

Happy Birthday! 
Taylor Johnson 
Skeeter Strader 

4 
Happy Birthday! 

Wade Forbes 
Justin May 

5 

 
 

6 

Happy Birthday! 
Nolan Johnson 

 
No in-person worship 

7 

Happy Birthday! 
Maxine Daniel 

Kelly Brown 
  Happy Anniversary! 

  Taft & Kerry Cable 

8 

Happy Birthday! 
Diane Hilliard 
Colby Cable 

9 10 

Happy Birthday! 
Donnie Huffines 

Phyllis Jones 

11 

Happy Birthday! 
Christie Brande 

12 

13 

 
No in-person worship 

14 

Happy Anniversary! 
Clayton & Sarah 

Johnson 

15 16 

 

17 18 19 

Happy Birthday! 

Nick Scandale 

20 
Happy Birthday! 

Daniel Brann 
David Brann 

 
No in-person worship 

21 
 

22 23 

Happy Birthday! 
Taylor Hoopingarner 

24 

Happy Birthday! 
Ken Brown 

Jessica Cable 

25 26 

 

27 
 
No in-person worship 

28 
Happy Birthday! 

Jill Simpson 

29 30 

Happy Birthday! 
Reid Thompson 

31 

Happy Birthday! 
Jimmy Chrismon 

  

                                            




