
 

Friendship/Brown Summit Charge Conference 2020 
Pastor’s Report 

 
Where do I begin? This year has been challenging. Both 
congregations began the year with renewed energy for ministry. We 
were seeing visitors at worship services, plans were being made to 
promote Sunday School and bible study, and I was ready to begin 
discipleship classes. Budgets were being met. Apportionments were 
being paid. Then, everything was turned upside down.  
 
Our last worship service before COVID-19 was declared a pandemic 
occurred on March 8, 2020, the second Sunday in the season of Lent. 
The title of the sermon that day was “Innocence,” and it was based on 
a book by Gregory Spencer titled “Awakening the Quieter 
Virtues” (Intervarsity Press, 2010). I challenged the congregation to 
asks themselves, when faced with obstacles this year: “Will this 
damage something good inside of me?” We had no idea how 
challenging “this” would be and the size and the amount of obstacles 
that were waiting, but I must say, the brothers and sisters of 
Friendship and Brown Summit churches have risen to the occasion.  
 
I began recording video sermons on YouTube and Facebook. The 
United Methodist Church made Zoom virtual video conferencing 
available and soon we were all on a crash course to becoming more 
“tech-savvy.” I began working with Dawn Hall, Community Nurse 
and church member, in developing a plan to open our buildings once 
again. Dawn and I developed procedures, in consultation with church 
leaders, that followed guidelines developed by the Centers for 
Disease Control and the United Methodist Church. We were able to 
return to in-person, modified, worship services on September 13, 
2020, a full 6 months after our last in-person service. The title of the 
sermon that day was “Into the Wilderness” where God’s messenger 
went from a position of leading, to a position of protecting. Moses, 
with God’s help, parted the Red Sea, and Israel was brought to a safe 
place. Attendance has been sparse, but we continue to record both 
services and post on social media. We applied for, and received, a 
grant to begin telephone sermons for those not familiar or 
comfortable with computer/internet technology. We continue to be 
concerned with our elderly and the isolation today’s circumstances 
bring. Members in both churches are dedicated to calling one another 
and staying in touch.  
 

There were other difficulties in both churches that would have been 
problematic without the added burden of a worldwide pandemic. 
Brown Summit church had two deaths within the membership. 
Freddie Murphy, who joined Brown Summit church by Profession of 
Faith and was a long-standing, faithful member for 79 years, passed 
into eternity. Although Freddie had multiple health problems, he was 
a casualty of COVID-19. Brown Summit also continues to mourn the 
death of Keith Strouble, member and treasurer. Keith died at the age 
of 69 after a brief battle with cancer. Keith did a tremendous job with 
recording the church finances and presenting detailed financial 
reports. Both Keith and Freddie were outstanding examples of the 
Christian faith and will be missed greatly.  
 
Friendship church had its own set of challenges. COVID-19 affected 
a wife and husband who have faithfully served the church for many 
years. Both have since recovered but continue to be understandably 
cautious. Also, Clarence and Diane Hillard sold their home and 
moved to Oak Island, North Carolina, leaving a big hole to fill in the 
administration of the church. Clarence and Diane held multiple 
leadership positions and were very supportive of the ministry of 
Friendship. They both were a tremendous help to me as I became 
acclimated to my new church home in 2018. Financially, the 
Friendship church building is showing signs of aging. The heating 
system for the church fellowship hall went out and had to be 
completely replaced at a substantial cost, followed by another heating 
system failure in the sanctuary of the church. Both repair projects are 
currently underway. Brown Summit began the year by installing a 
new water well for the building at a significant expense. The Brown 
Summit building is in need of upgrades to accommodate persons with 
disabilities.  
 
There are many positive undertakings as well, one of which is a new 
missional network within the Northern Piedmont district of the 
Western North Carolina Conference. Brown Summit and Friendship, 
Jackson and St. James, Camp Springs and Garrett’s Grove and 
Fairgrove now comprise the Guilford Northeast Missional Network. 
This is a racially diverse group and we are looking forward to 
working with our partners in ministry for the Kingdom of God. Both 
churches also continue to faithfully support the Fairgrove UMC Food 
Pantry through donations and volunteer service.   
 
We are still in a place of uncertainty, a “wilderness” if you will. The 
coronavirus continues to spread and disrupt all aspects of life. I am 
certain though, Friendship and Brown Summit will continue to meet 
the demands of these unsettling circumstances with the faith and hope 
only found in Christ and they will not let the worries of this world 
damage “something good” inside them.  
 
To God Be the Glory, 
 
Kevin Sean Cochran, Pastor 
Friendship/Brown Summit United Methodist Churches 
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Covid-19 has released unprecedented 
challenges for our country and for our church. 
While we re-opened our doors for in-person 
worship almost two months ago, we have 
accepted these challenges. We are grateful that 
even when we have not been able to worship 
together physically, we have been able to use 
modern technology to do life together in virtual 
ways! Our desire is for your safety and peace of 
mind as we worship together. We know some of 
you choose to continue to worship at home; we 
trust that you will use your best wisdom in 
deciding whether you worship at home or at the 
church – but we encourage you to worship! 
Please continue to pray for our church as we 
strive to honor God and each other through 
these turbulent times.     

 

 

 

Effective Sunday, November 1, 2020, 
Friendship and Brown Summit churches will 
have a dedicated phone number for Sermon by 
Phone. This service is made possible through a 
grant from the United Methodist Church. This 
gives us the ability to share the weekly sermon 
with folks by phone every week. Our dedicated 
Sermon by Phone number is 336-656-8019. It's 
as simple as dial the number and hear the 
sermon. We feel this will help to better connect 
those who are not comfortable with computer 
technology and/or the internet. This service is in 
addition to sermons from Friendship and Brown 
Summit on Facebook and YouTube. This will 
be available each week even if we are meeting 
in-person.  

 DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS 

TIME ENDS -

NOVEMBER 1 



Pastor Kevin will lead a four-week Advent Study beginning 
Wednesday, December 2, at 7 p.m. and conclude on 
Wednesday, December 23, via Zoom.  Log in information 
will be provided via email. We will be using Adam Hamilton's 
"Incarnation,” as we rediscover the significance of Christmas. 
Jesus’ parents gave Him the name, Jesus. But the prophets, 
the shepherds, the wise men, 
and the angels addressed him 
by other names. They called 
him Lord, Messiah, Savior, 

Emmanuel, Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh. In “Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas,” Mr. Hamilton examines 
the names of Christ. In doing so, he also explores the historical and 
personal significance of his birth. This Advent season, church families 
will come together to remember what’s important. In the face of 
uncertainty and conflict, Advent is a time to reclaim the Christ Child 
who brings us together, heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light 
into the darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon 
the significance of the Christ-child for our lives and world today! All 
are welcome to join in the Bible Study. The book is available through 
amazon.com, cokesbury.com, christianbook.com or the Reidsville 
Bible Book Store (336-342-9633). 

Sunday, November 1, is All Saints’ Day. We will be remembering 
those who passed away since All Saints Sunday last year. All Saints 
Day revives in us memories of loved ones who are no more. John 
Wesley, who founded the Methodist movement, enjoyed and 
celebrated All Saints Day. On November 1, 1767, he wrote in his 
journal that All Saints Day is “a festival I truly love.” On the same day in 
1788, he wrote, “I always find this a comfortable day.” And then the 
following year, he called it “a day that I peculiarly love.” All Saints Day 
is an opportunity to give thanks for all those who have gone before us 
in the faith. On this All Saints Day, let us give thanks for both the saints 
in glory and those on earth, who have led us to Jesus. As they have 
shared the gospel with us, may we add our voices so someone else 

may hear about the grace and love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We will collect non-perishable food items for the Fairgrove 
Food Panty on Sunday, November 1, during in-person 
worship. In November, the food pantry will provide items for a 
Thanksgiving feast and purchase turkeys. The items needed 
for November include: canned sweet potatoes, chicken broth, 
green beans, cranberry sauce, Stovetop stuffing, evaporated 
milk, oatmeal/grits (pouches). We also need paper grocery 
bags and egg cartons. We continue to collect new personal 
needs items – toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, 
lotion, baby or adult diapers, toilet paper. We will accept 
travel sizes of these items as well. In addition, if you wish to 

make a monetary donation, we will be happy to take those as well. Cash is acceptable, and checks 
can be made out to the Fairgrove Food Pantry. If you wish to mail a check for future monetary 
donations, please send it to Betty Jones, 321 Van Hook Road, Reidsville, NC 27320. Thank you for 
your generosity! 



 
November is the month when we set aside a time for 
Thanksgiving. It is grounded in the events of the lives of the 
early pilgrims who were first settling this land. Despite their 
hardships, they took time to remember their God and to thank 
him for sustaining them. The Thanksgiving season is 
grounded in our tradition of faith. It reminds us that everything 
we have comes from the Lord. We see our model for giving 
thanks in the Bible where, time after time, God’s people pause 
to proclaim their gratitude. We who are a part of Friendship 
United Methodist Church have received many blessings this 
year. It is with joyous hearts that we lift up our thanks to God, 

mindful of the grace, which we have received in Jesus Christ. Part of the Thanksgiving message is 
sharing. Because God has blessed us, we want to share with others. As you participate in the 
abundance of the Thanksgiving season, remember those who are less fortunate.  

 

T  is for the Trust the Pilgrims had so many years ago. 

H  is for the Harvest the settlers learned to grow. 

A  is for America, the land in which we live. 

N  is for Nature and beauty which she gives. 

K  is for Kindness, gentle words, thoughtful deeds. 

S   is for Smiles, the sunshine everyone needs. 

G  is for Gratitude – our blessings great and small. 

I   is for Ideas, letting wisdom grow tall. 

V  is for Voices, singing, laughing, always caring. 

I   is for Indians, who taught them about sharing. 

N  is for Neighbors, across the street, over the sea. 

G  is for Giving of myself to make a better me. 

Veteran’s Day Recognition 
 

November 8th 

 
Friendship United Methodist Church will 
honor all those who are serving in the 
military or who have served in the military 
on Sunday, November 8, at our 9:55 a.m. 
in-person worship service. Veteran’s Day is 
observed by our Nation on November 11th. 
Take time to honor those who have served 
our Country. Please keep our active service 
men and women in your prayers as they 

continue to work to bring peace and 
freedom to our world. Addresses for two 

active servicemen are listed on the last 
page. 

Congratulations to Hunter Amos and Taylor 
Chrismon on their recent engagement! We 
hope your future together is filled with infinite 
happiness, laughter, and love. May God bless 
both of you with warmth and care. Taylor is the 
daughter of Tracie Chrismon and Jeff 
Chrismon and the granddaughter of Dwight 
and the late Mary Sue Chrismon.  



 

Holidays and 
The Pandemic 
 
 

   Dawn Hall, RN, BSN 
Faith Community Nurse 
 
 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day are just around the corner. And we are still in the 
middle of a pandemic. Heading into winter will mean more time spent indoors and an increased 
risk of becoming sick as we gather in small spaces. I have talked to many people who have 
canceled Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings. 
 
Let’s review ways to prevent getting sick during the holidays. 
 
First, be mindful of your body and STAY HOME if you do not feel well: 
 
Many people comment to me I don’t have a fever so I am fine. 
 

Some studies are showing only about 40% of COVID patients have a fever, and many people are 
carriers and never exhibit symptoms. In addition, people are contagious 48 hours before they 
become ill and are spreading the disease unknowingly, especially if they are not wearing a mask. 
 
COVID symptoms may include ONE or more of the following: 
 
- Fever 

 
- Shortness of Breath or difficulty breathing 
- Fatigue 
- Muscle or body aches 
- Headache 
- New loss of taste or smell 
- Sore Throat 
- Congestion or runny nose 
- Nausea and Vomiting 
- Diarrhea 
 
If you experience any of these symptoms, self-quarantine and call your physician to inquire about 
testing. 
 
Second, protect yourself from others: 
 
• If you are shopping or running errands and you enter a space  that is small, poorly ventilated 

and  multiple people are not wearing a mask, turn around and walk out. 
• Your mask primarily protects others from your germs. Many of our masks - depending on the 

quality - only stop 50% - 90% of COVID droplets from passing through them. 
• If the space is large and well ventilated and you feel comfortable, go inside but maintain a 

distance of 6 feet or even more from unmasked individuals. 
• Social gatherings are best held outdoors maintaining a distance of 6 feet from people who do 

not live in your home. 
• When indoors, only people who live in your home should be around you without a mask! 



 

• Social gatherings are best held outdoors maintaining a distance of 6 feet from people who do 
not live in your home. 

• When indoors, only people who live in your home should be around you without a mask! 
• Again, avoid poorly ventilated areas, choose other options for your time with friends: Face time 

or Zoom, talk on the phone, text, walk in the park or in your neighborhood. Get separate rooms 
if you go on vacation.  

• Hand washing and hand sanitizing remains an important step in preventing COVID and other 
viral and bacterial diseases. Hand washing should be done for 20 seconds lathering all 
surfaces of your hands with soap. Use hand sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands. Sanitizer 
should remain moist for 30 seconds on all surfaces of your hands. 

• Disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home and work - with a disinfectant that kills COVID. If 
COVID is not listed on the label of the disinfectant, go to the CDC website to see if it is an 
approved disinfectant. The disinfectant must also stay moist for the recommended time on the 
label to effectively kill the virus. Many cleansers claim they kill viruses and bacteria, do not be 
fooled by the label, do some research on the CDC site. 

 
Third, keep your mask clean: 
 
• Do not touch your mask with potentially dirty hands while it is on your face. 
• Remove or carry your mask by the mask ties or ear straps. 
• Wash your cloth masks as soon as they become soiled or wet. 
• Throw away disposable masks when they become soiled or wet. 
• If you are high risk, try to purchase an N-95 mask for maximum protection. 
 
Fourth, stay home if you have been exposed to someone with COVID: 
 
• If you have a known exposure to COVID, you should self-quarantine for 14 days. The 

incubation period (the time it takes for the virus to develop and make you sick)  is 2 -14 days. 
Most people develop symptoms around day 5. A viral test for COVID is usually done 3-5 days 
after exposure, however, a negative test does not mean you will not develop the virus for up to 
14 days so you must stay in quarantine until day 14. 

• An antibody test is another test that is often confused with the viral test. An antibody test is 
done for people 1-3 weeks after a possible infection. This time frame is when the body 
develops antibodies or proteins in the blood to an infection to keep us from getting the same 
virus again. Studies are still under way to see how effective our antibodies are to COVID and 
how long they will last. If you have had COVID, there is no guarantee you will not get it again, 
so continue to take precautions. 

 
Now that you know how to stay safe, it is time to be creative, think of new ways to enjoy the 
holidays. Many parks have rentable outdoor covered spaces. Research renting or buying a large 
canopy for an outdoor gathering at your home. It might be time to put in the fire pit you have been 
wanting, or outdoor  propane heaters. Open your gifts together on Zoom  Christmas morning. And 
remember those who live alone and have a difficult time during the holidays, drop off a meal, give 
them a call, visit on a nice day. 
 
Please stay safe and healthy. 



  

 

 

 

 

Church Family - Larry & Lovetta Bailey, 

LaVerne Brande, Wendell Brande, Wayne 

Brann, Sarah Childress, Dwight Chrismon, 

Pastor Kevin & Malisa Cochran, Pat Cole, Ruth 

Hopkins, Shirley Huffines, Joe Jones, Sue 

Lambeth, Mike & Karen Linnane, Pat McLamb, 

Buddy Mullis, Bobbie Papoulias, Melvin & 

Margie Roberson, Pastor Nick & Libby Scandale 

 

Other Friends & Family - Sandy Black, Irene 

Fisher, Lou Jolly, Linda Nickels, Dolan Shaver, 

David Wagoner 

 

In Sympathy  - the families of John Beville, 

Alma Nance Clark, Ott Hawkins, Chuck Nance, 

David Wright 

 

In Our Military - Pvt. Grayson Boyd and PFC 

Wade Lynch 

 
Our homebound members can’t come to 
church due to health or other reasons.  Please 
pray for them or take a moment to send a note 
or card to let them know that they are missed.  
It will brighten their day! 
 

Alice Hilliard  
Whitestone, Apt. 310 

908 Scottish Rite Drive 
Greensboro, NC 27407 

 
Ruth Hopkins 

7160 Brown Summit Road 
Browns Summit, NC 27214 

 
Melvin & Margie Roberson 

8015 Benaja Road 
Browns Summit,  NC 27214 

 

FUMC Contacts  
 

Bulletin Items: Renee Troxler 336-656-9809 
 renee.troxler@yahoo.com 
  
Prayer Chain Requests: LaVerne Brande 
 336-656-3212 (lbrande@triad.rr.com) or 
     Frances Cable 336-656-3089 
     fcable@triad.rr.com 
 
Fellowship Hall Reservations:  
 Daniese Smith 336-375-3845 
 sibbyswims@aol.com 
 
Messenger: LaVerne Brande 336-656-3212
 lbrande@triad.rr.com or  
     Frances Cable 336-656-3089  
 fcable@triad.rr.com 
  

Pastor Kevin’s Office Hours 
 

Friendship 
Monday and Tuesday — 9 a.m. — 12 noon 

 
Brown Summit 

Wednesday and Thursday — 9 a.m.—12 
noon 

Friday – Day off 
Other hours by appointment 

(336-552-8130) 
 

  If you have a pastoral need, Pastor Kevin 
can be reached at his cell phone number: 

(336) 552-8130. 
 

Pastor Cochran requests that only 
emergency calls be made between 9 p.m. 

and 8 a.m.  
His email address is: 

kcochran@wnccumc.net 
 

During the coronavirus pandemic,  
Pastor Kevin maintains his office at 

his home 

Pvt. Grayson Boyd 
2001 N. Daniel St. 
Apt. 204 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
PFC Wade Lynch 
c/o Pam Lambeth Lough 
8018 Old Reidsville Rd. 
Browns Summit, NC 27214 



         
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Daylight Savings  
Time Ends 

 
All Saints Sunday 

2 
Happy Birthday! 

Deana Jones  

3       2020 
ELECTION DAY 

 
Happy Birthday! 
Karen Linnane 

4 5 
 

6 
Happy Birthday! 

Tim Brande 

7 
Happy Birthday! 

Jan Brown 
 

 

8   
Happy Birthday! 
Wendell Brande 
Sarah Johnson 
Merci Martin 

9 
 

10 
Happy Birthday! 

Kay Wagoner 
Riley Jackson 

11  Happy Birthday! 
Lee Gordon 

 
 

12 13 
 

14  
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16    
Happy Birthday! 
Gavin Wagoner 

17 

 
18 

Happy Birthday!
Stephen Hennis 

 
 

19 
Happy Birthday! 

Petra Hellams 
Happy Anniversary! 
Giles & Jewel Lewis 

20 
 

21 
Happy Birthday! 
Audrey Hellams 

    
 

22 
Happy Birthday! 

Scottie Lewis 

23 
Happy Birthday! 

Kim Boyd 
Woody Childress 

Gary Swing 

24 
Happy Birthday! 

Jerry Apple 
Jack Hall 

25 
 

26 
 

 
 
 

27 
Happy Birthday! 

Bi Lambeth 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
Happy Birthday! 

Taylor Jones 

 
 

 Cancellations in 
November due to 

COVID: 
Ham Supper 

Crafty Christmas Bazar 
5th Sunday Night 

Singing 

  

   2020 




